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Does that not point to something wanting?
Surely the members of this Chamber were
not altogether without commonsense when
they disaliowed the lighting regulations.
These may have been necessary on the coast.
I shall not say what Mr. Parker said about
the Rottnest Island lights and other lights,
but I maintain that drivers of motor cars
should be allowed to use more Tight.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Similar regunlalions
have heen rescinded in South Awustralia.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It will be said
that the reply referred to metropolitan nacei-
dents. I do not want it to be thought for
one moment that I am concerned only about
people in the country distriets. Such a num-
ber of accidents in so short a space of time
surely deserves the close attention of the
Government. It is with regret that I must
enter my protest us an individual against
the uonwarranted interference with the
sovereign rights of this State that we have
witnessed during the past week with regard
to the basic wage. I am a Western Ausira-
lian horn and bred and am neither a seces-
sionist nor a unificationist. Australia is &
wonderful country.

Hon. G, W. Miles: It was the most dia-
bolical act ever committed by a Government.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: We should remem-
ber that we have one flag and one destiny;
we should get logether and do the best we
can for our country. The matter I men-
tioned was before the Arbitration Court and
we were promised in the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech that it would receive the attention
of this Parliameni. I regret exceedingly the
action taken,

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
ad)journed.

House adjourned at 3.20 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 11th August, 1942.

Pias
Question : Agriculturs, margioal areas w. 100
Teave of absence w109
Address-in- reply, fourth day ... w108

The SPEAKER took the Chau' at 2.15
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE,
Marginal Areas.

Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Is it the intention of the Govern-
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ment to inelude marginal area farmers in
the restricted acreage compensation to be
paid to wheatgrowers in this State? 2, Are
farmers in the marginal areas who have re-
ceived no assistance under the reconstruction
scheme to be permitted to grow wheat if
they so desire?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agriculture)
replied: 1 and 2, These matters are now
being considered and the Government hopes
to be able to make an announcement at an
early date.

LEAVE OT ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence granted to Mr. Styants (Kalgoorlie)
for one month and to Mr. Holman {Forrest)
for the remainder of the session on the
ground of military service; and to the Pre-
mier (Hon, J. C. Willecock, Geraldton) for
one month on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the 6th August.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [2.20]: Near-
g as we are the end of the third year of
the war, we find ourselves foday in a very
serious and grave situation. We have passed
through the horrors of Dunkirk and we
realised then the position in which the Allied
Nations were placed. Two more years have
been added to the siruggle, and unfor-
tunately today the news given to us in the
public Press does not suggest that the Allied
Nztions are in any hetter position than they
were during the fateful days of Dunkirk.
Russia, after having put ap a magnificent
struggle, finds herself:' in a very danﬂemus
position; we have no reason to feel com-
fortable regarding the situation in Libya
and in the south-west Pacific, right at our
doors, we find that the enemy has gained
rather than lost. Therefore I say that the
outlook is not at all bright.

This serious situation,

however, should

_ prove only an incentive to the whole of the

race to still greater effort and to increased
determination to continue the struggle until
the curse of the Nazi hordes is removed from
the earth. We in Australia now realise that
these are not days for complacency. What-
ever we have done in the past three vears,
we must do more in the immediate future
if we are going {o hold this continent for



110

democracy. Events should compel the least-
thinking citizens of this country to appre-
ciate the gravity of the danger and to leave
nothing undone to try to improve the situa-
tion.

The Leader of the Qpposition gquoted from
a pamphlet issued by H. K. Watson dealing
with the matter of uniform taxation, which
is now the law of the Commonwealth. I
also intend to refer to the document and
particularly to that portion giving the
opinion of Mr. A. A, Calwell, M.H.R. for
Melbourne.

Hon. €. G, Latham: I guoted that.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I also shall quote it.
This is the portion I have particularly in
mind—

I think the High Court would give not a
legnl judgment but a political one.  High
Courts give political )judgments "and High
Court judges are politically-minded. Some
come from political parties.

I do not agree with the veference to the
Court. In my opinion the High Courl of
Australia has nobly uapheld the traditions

of the British Judiciary in all the
important deeisions it has given. Whe-
ther in the direction of the interpre-

tation of the Constitution or in the decision
of other legal matters, I do not know of any
important determination arrived at by that
Court in which its members can he said to
have been actuated by politieal motives. I
shalt refer to one extremely important judg-
ment of the High Court which was delivered
in 1925 or thereabouts on the question of
the deportation of Johnson and Walsh, It
will be reealled that those two men earned
for themselves a most unenviable reputation
in many quarters of the Commonwealth. So
notorious did they become in certain aetivi-
ties that a special tribunal was created by
the then Commonwealth Government to try
them in order to aseertain whether or not
they should be deported. I was present on
ane or two oceasions during the course of
the hearing. If my memory serves me
aright, the c¢hairman was the late Mr. Can-
ning.

The infuiry lasted some weeks, and even-
tually it was decided that Johnson and
Walsh should he deported. Political feel-
ing was hich at the time and I venture to
sav that, if a referendum had bheen taken,
the decision would have heen confirmed,
Johnson and Walsh, as British subjects, ap-
pealed to the High Court. They contended
that they should not be deported. Legal
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argument was addueed hefore the High
Court; and, as I said, politieal feeling at
the time was higher than I have ever known
it to he in the Commonweaith, with one ex-
eeption, and that wns on the eunseription
issue. Despite that high political feeling,
however, the High Court unanimously de-
cided against the deporiation of the men,
That is one instance where the members of
the High Court worthily upheld the tradi-
tions of the British judiciary. They judged
the case on its merits and their decision was
characteristic of all the judgments of the
High Court during the period it has been in
existence.

I <hall quote from another paragraph of
the documrent issued by Mr. Watson, headed
“Spooner's Smudge’—

The exigencies of wartime finance are merely

2 convenient smokescreen behind which this
““uniform’’ legislation has been put through
with the concurrence of all parties in thae
Federal Parliament—a cloak under which to
give it some appearance of legality.
So that if anyone is to lLe castigated or
blamed for the uniform taxation legislation,
which has hit our State so heavily, ne par-
ticular party can be singled out for eritieism
or condemnaltion because, secording to Mr.
Watson, all parties in the Commonwenlth
Parliament agreed to it, and under that
agreement they manufactured a eloak of al-
leged legality. That paragraph might be
remembered in days to come when members
of both Houses will be appearing hefore
their masters to give an account of their
stewardship.  According to Mr. Watson, all
parites are equally blameworthy for this
legislation. T shall make one further refer-
ence from the document, to the portion deal-
ing with the need for constitutional ve-
form. Mr. Watson says—

Morally, not legally, there has been a dis-
tinet breach of the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion. By the passage of this legislation, the
Federal Parliament has said in cffeet: *To
hell with the Constitution; to hell with the
States.”?

Remember, all parties ave saddled with the
hlame for the expression “to hell with the
Constitntion; fo hell with the States.” The
Department of War Organisation of Indus-
try has certainly been making itself felt
thronghout the Commonwealth in regard to
the rationing of various commodities, food,
clothing, ete. T hope the exigencies of the
war will not necessitate a farther tightening
up and a stricter rationing. The depart-
ment eertainly went a little too far in the
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manner in whieh it dealt with the goldmin-
ing industry of this State. That industry
could well have been left alone, but it has
for the time being been erippled.

The State’s heavy industries are un-
douhtedly suffering from the competition of
the other States. We cerlainly started much
behind serateh when this titanic struggle
commenced. The further we have gone, the
severer has been the handicap for this State
in establishing industry to help in the pro-
secution of the war. The Department of
Industrial Development has done much good
work in that respeet, and is still doing so;
but, if wr cannot get onr just share of the
heavy industries required for the prosecu-
tion of the war, we can do well in the field
of food production. I see no reason why
we should continue to do in wartime what
we were doing for years in peace-time, send-
ing millions of pounds annually to our east-
ern ncighbonrs for foodstuffs which we
eould manufacture in this State. T eould
never altogether understand the mentality
of those persons who, despite all efforts fo
the contrary, despite the work of the Coun-
cil of Industriul Development, despite all
the Government’s propaganda, still send mil-
lions of pounds to the Eastern States for
those commaodities. Whereas that comrse
was bad in times of peace, it is worse now.
It is the Government’s duty, as well as the
duty of Parliament, to concentrate on the
manufacture and storage of food which nn-
doubtedly will he required when the war is
over, when our soldiers shall have sheathed
their swords and again returned to the
plough. It will be a very hungry world
then.

We are a great wheat-producing coun-
try, and will experience a hounteous season
again this year. Our difficulty will be to
dispose of the crop. It cannot be sent
oversea, as hitherto, because of the lack
of transport, We are storing more wheat
now than during the last war. If we can
do that suecessfully it will be an asset
when peace is restored. We have plenty
of -opportunities; and material -for the
manufacture and storage of food. The
only commodities we require from our
eastern neighbours are sugar and rice. We
ean produce everything else ourselves,. We
could manufaeture food not only for our
own consumption, but should be in a posi-
tion to store it against fnture eventuali-
ties. Room exists for improvement in this
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matter. We shonld adopt the American
method. For years they have said, “We
eat what we can, and what we can’t eat
we can.’”” We should do thai against the
time when food will be needed.

The Government has at last recognised
the value of our alunite deposits at Lake
Campion, and I understand good progress
1s being made with the assembling of build-
ings and plant on the site. If shipping
space c¢an be obtained for certain neces-
sary items—and if enemy action does not
intervene—the production of potash should
commence by the end of the year. Other
industries eonnected with the extraction
of potash will help us in the way of fer-
tiliser. We should be able to manufacture
explogives in this State, partienlarly eor-
dite. We have no eordite factory here
hecause it is a tertiary and not a second-
ary industry. The reason why the Com-
monwealth Government has not established
a loecal cordite factory is becanse we have
hot the by-products neeessary to make it.
I have a letter from a citizen of Perth,
from which I shall read one or two ex-
tracts bearing direetlv on this matter. In
dealing with the manufacture of cordite,
this man says—

I find that the reason (or the chief reasom)
why we have no cordite factory here is that
cordite is a tertiary not a seeondary industry,
I mean that the immediate raw materials of
cordite are themsclves by-products (mot main
products)} of secondary industries this State
does not at present possess (though the ulti-
mate raw materials exist here in abundance).
I understand that if these intermediate indus-
tries were started a cordite factory would
follnw, nat otherwise, As the military pro-
fucts of these intermediate industries are Ly-
products, not main products, not uwnnaturally
the Federal Government says that it is for the
States to get these intermediate industries
going.

For instance, the cordite requires: (a) cheap
nitrie acid. This is made from the air by
Haber’s proecss, and we have as yet no nitro-
gen fixation plant here. Tn time of peace thd
plant would be used to make sodium nitrate
(if there were an alkali industry to producs
the necessary sodinm carbonate, and we have
plenty of salt lakes) and soda nitrate is a valu-
able fertiliser. If dressed-with-seda- mitrate
(1 ewt. per aere), superphosphate {3 ewts. per
acere), poetash guiphate (1 ewt. per acre), even
the poorest Perth sand produces champion
crops of oats, vegetables, ete. Bubt because
fertiliser produetion is the main use of a nitrie
acid plant and cordite produetion only a
seeondary use, the Federal Government not un-
naturally takes the view that it is a State
matter to get this secondary industry going.
Once it is going 2 Federal cordite works wonld
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be a big customer. And that is where it links
with Lake Campion potash production.
That letter is an interesting contribution
to the question of linking up various in-
dustries, not only in regard to the help
we can give in the prosecutien of the war,
but also in relation to the establishment
of industries which will be invaluable to
this State after the war. Again, as a
result of the insisteney of this Govern-
ment and the action of the Council for
Industrial Development, the Common-
wealth Government has agreed to enforee
priorities for essential goods, and actually
this is being eonducted by the Shipping
Board. It is time that was done. Material
which was available here was being
shipped from the Eastern States. As a
result, diffieulty was experienced in getting
necessary materials  for manufacturing
purposes. The latest action of the Com-
monwealth (Government will remove those
difficulties. They will in future he econ-
siderahly ‘minimised even if they do not
disappear saltogether.

In the course of his speech the Leader
of the Opposition referred to the fact that
a man had been brought from the Eastern
States to settle a dispute in Western Aus-
tralia. The hon. member wanted to know:
Had we not men in this State able to
settle industrial disputes? We have! We
can find within the confines of the State
men capable of settling any dispute that
oceurs. The importation of this gentle-
man—a Federal Conciliation Commissioner
—from the Fastern States to settle tha
dispute which occurred in the Midland
Junetion Workshops was no reflection on
the ability of any man in this State. That
was done under the provisions of the
National Seenrity Aect!

Hon. C. G. Latham: That Aet is very nse-
ful to the State Government. '

Mr. NEEDHAM: I am stating a faet.
The dispute occwrred in connection with the
manufacture of munitions, which is carried
out under the control of the Commonwealth
Government. As the result of regulations
issued by that Government, tribunals were
appointed and machinery set np to handle
industrial disputes. Federal industrial com-
missioners were appointed under the
National Seeurity Regulations and thus eon-
tro! of the manufacture of munitions was
not within the jurisdiction of the State auth-
orities. Consequently, a Federal determina-
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tion had to be made after the case had been
heard by a Federal industrial commissioner.
That is why the officer was sent to Western
Australia. It certainly represented no re-
fleetion upon anyone in this State. I am
glad to say that Western Australia has been
remarkably free from industrial disputes.
The one I have just referred to lasted for
eight or nine days and that and a dispute
with the shop assistants which continued for
a couple of days, represent the only two in-
dustrial troubles experienced in Wesfern
Australia sinee the outbreak of war.

The Leader of the Opposition also re-
ferred to the Manpower Board. I agree
with him that it has not worked smoothly.
Nevertheless, despite the disabilities the
members of that body experienced they have
carried out wonderfully good work. Their
activities were greatly handicapped because
of the overlapping that has occurred with
other branches of Federal operations in-
cluding the Department of Labour, the
Allied Works Council, the Department for
the Co-ordination of Industry and the mili-
tary authorities. Nevertheless good work
has heen done by the Manpower Beard.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Any good work done
was in spite of the conditions that obtained.

Mr. NEEDHAM: That is so. Steps have
now heen taken to arrange a system of
planned co-ordination regarding the efforts
of the various authorities T have mentioned,
and I believe that if an effective co-ordina-
tion plan can be evolved, the machinery of
the Manpower Board will in future operate
much more smoothly than it has in the past.

Mr. Seward: It will need to work much
more smoothly.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The member for West
Perth referred to the financial relationship
between the Commonwealth and the States,
and deplored the position, He was not very
enamoured of the Federal nniform taxation
legislation. T feel confident that the trend
will not cease with the provision for umform
ineome taxation. Already the eollection of
the entertainment tax on a uniform hasis is
indicated. Members should appreciate the
fact that the position regarding the finan-
cial relationship between the Commonwealth
and the States did not commence to cause
apprehension with the provision for uni-
form income taxation. The thin end of the
wedge was introduced by means of the
Financial Agreement which has been ineor-
porated in the Constitution. Whatever rights
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the States had then, sovereign or otherwise,
have been gradumally whittled away since
that period.

We were supposed to enjoy sovereign
rights, but onee the Financial Agreement
was incorporated in the Constitution we did
not possess even half-sovereign rights. The
State Treasurers became mendicants and for
years they have had to go cap-in-hand to
the Cominonwealth Treasurer, who in turn
had to approach the private banks to secure
the necessary financial accommodation. Had
the Commonwealth Bank been placed in the
position it should have occupied years ago,
the situation would not have become so in-
tolerable. Under existing conditions even
the Commonwealth Treasurer has had to ap-
proach the private banks to secure the
wherewithal to earry on the services of the
nation. I am very much afraid that what-
ever rights remain to the States will gradu-
ally be taken away. As a matter of faet, we
are on the high road to unification. We
cannot get away from it; we must have re.
gard to facts as they are. However, uni-
fication eannot he achieved by means of the
application of the National Security Re-
gulations exeept for the time being. 1t will
be for the people of the Commonwealih to
determine whether there is to be a unified
Australia.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Qur people ecannoi
determine that without the assistance of
those living in the Eastern States.

Mr. NEEDHAM : A referendum will have
to be taken before the Constitution can be
altered to make unification a reality. The
people of Western Australia will have their
vote in ecommon with the people of the
Tastern States, and only by the will of a
majority of the electers in a majority
of the States can it be determined
whether or not the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment shall take these added powers unto
itself. Those powers are being used freely
now and have been so used by the Com-
monwealth Parliament sinece the toesin of
war first sounded. The exercise of those
powers wil] eontinue for a considerable fime
after peace is declared.

All this talk about the sovereign rights
of the States reminds me of an incident in
a police conrt in Melbourne a few years
ago. A man had been injured as a result
of a collision with a motor car and the ease
was heing dealt with by the magistrate.
Counsel for the plaintiff in the course of
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his argument asked the police magistrate
the guestion: “Have pedestrians no rights$”
“Yes,” replied the magisirate, “the last sad
rites.” So it is that until the people of Aus-
tralia at a referendum determine the issue,
the rights of the States are in mueh the same
position as the pedestrians—they enjoy the
last sad rites only. There is no doubt that
members of Parliament, whether in the Fed-
eral or State arena, have responsibilities
not only as to the prosecution of the war to
a victorious conclusion, bat also regarding
the preparations for reconstruction. It is
idle to say that we cannot plan for recon-
struction at the same time as we are prose-
cuting a world-wide war.

We can do everything possible to plan
for reconstruction without in any way im-
pairing our war effort. Already we have
had instalments of improved social eondi-
tions during the war period. First there was
the granting of child endowment by the
Menzies Government. That was done in the
midst of ounr current anxieties. Following
upon that, the Curtin Government made pro-
vision for widows pensions. For the last
40 years we have been talking about pensions
for widows and new, in the midst of the
greatest upheaval in history, the Common-
wealth Government, despite all its preoecu-
pation with the war effort, has introduced
that social reform, Side by side with it
increased pensions have been granted fo
invalids and the aged. Those examples fur-
nigh evidence that Australiz can improve the
social conditions of the people, and raise
the standard of their living coneurrently
with taking its place in the world struggle
against Nazi domination. If we do not lay
the foundations of a planned policy for
reconstruction, then we shall be shirking our
responsibilities. 'We ghall be recreant to the
trust imposed upon us and, in a sense, will
betray the men who are standing at their
hattle stations ready to defend every inch of
Australia.

If we do not carry out our duty in this
respect I am afraid the Commonwealth will
have to face another series of depression
vears such as we experienced from 1930 to
1935-36. We shall see the curse of unemploy-
ment in our midst, the debasing spectacle
of the dole keeping body and soul together
on a pififul advanee of 7s. a week, and ex-
perience all the other misfortunes that cher-
acterised the depression period. TUnless we
plan now our reconstruction methods and
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a long view is taken of the steps to be fol-
lowed, Australia will be in a sorry plight.
The State Parliament ean do very litfle in
dealing with war problems, but can do quite
a lot in planning for future reconstruction.
One member raised an objection by saying,
“How can we do these things when at the
same time we are piling up a huge indebted-
ness ¥ What is the use of talking about
indebtedness? That phase does not bother
the nations today. JMoney is nothing at all.

The Minister for Mines; Posterity can
worry about that phase.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The indebtedness in-
curred as the result of the 1914.18 war has
not yet been paid. Has any nation paid its
debts to America? Has Germany paid her
debts? TIas Britain re-paid Ameriea?

Mrs, Cargell-Oliver: Yes!

Mr. NEEDHAM: Not by a long way.
Tdespite the huge indebtedness piled up in
the past, see what the nations have done
recently!  Think what position Germany
was in at the end of the previous war!

My, Marshall: Germany was bankrupt be-
fore the present war.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Germany was supposed
to he down and out. MMillions of marks were
required to purchase a loaf of bread. Yet
Germany was ahle to plunge the world into
the greatest catastrophe of all history! Ger-
many devoted all her energy and scientific
knowledge to the manufacture of weapons
of destruetion.

Mr. Marshall: And her economy was nhot
based on geld.

Myr. NEEDHAM: That is so. Now Ger-
many has the world pretty well at her feet.
Europe is held in chains and Russia is in
grave peril.  What is the use of saying
we eannot prepare for a period of recon-
struction wherein human values will prevail
and buman life will be regarded as sacred
instead of bheing considered so much ecan-
non-fodder? The member for West Perth
referred also to the need for State Govern-
ments having more direct responsibilities
in the prosecution of the war. I agree with
him. It seems as if the States have not really
been taken into the confidence of the Com-
monwealth in relation to the war. In peace-
time State Governments have acted as
arents for the Commonwealth Government
in many ways—for instance, in regard to
publiec works. That is an exeellent idea, and
what applied in time of peace under this
head should also apply in time of war.
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The Commeonweaith Government might Le
a little franker with the States, and take
them more completely into its confidence.
If that were done, our war effort would
benefit. Finally I express the hope that be-
tore long the situation in the Paeific and in
othey theatres of war will improve. If that
hope should not he falfilled, it will not really
discourage us; for we do thoroughly realise
that the track ahead of us is a long one
with a steep grade. No matter how long
the track or how steep the grade, the cour-
age of our race will earry us through to
vietory.

MR. TONEIN (XNorth-East Fremantle):
I desire to address the House on the subject
of departnental inquiries and their utter
futility as a means of obtaining redress,
eflecting remedies, and eliminating waste and
inefficiency. 1 propose to apply that
generalisation to a partieular inquiry of the
R.AAF. in Western Australia, and intend
to suggest a possible tribunal for the hold-
ing of such inquiries and how the tribunal
might be put to work. I am somewhat re-
Inetant to take this step, and do so only
because I feel it is impossible to get any-
body to move unless the step is taken. Tt
will be necessary for me to eneroach con-
siderably on the time of members, and I
erave their indulgence. My hope is that the
serious nature of the disclosures which I
shall have to make, and their great import-
ance to the country, will justify the length
of time which my explanation will oecupy.

From time to time, doubtless, members
have had occasion to ask for departmental
inquiries. I have found several such occa-
sions myself, and myv experience has heen
that no departmental inquiry yields satisfac-
tory results. Officials seem to he too prone
to cover up one another's mistakes. Very
rarely indeed iz the trath elicited as a re-
sult of departmental inquiry. That fact is
sericus enough in peace-time, bnt in time
of war, when it is necessary to rectify abuses
quickly, the position becomes most tragie
if the trath eannot be brought out. T as-
sert most definitely that in existing circum-
stances it 15 almost impossible to prove any
case, however clear it might be to a reason-
able and honourable man.

Early this year I heard in Fremantle
rumours of very harsh treatment a certain
working man had received from the

R.A.AF. Those rumours were so persistent
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that T made it my business to call upon the
worker. Being told the object of my call,
he was only too pleased to unburden him-
self—1I can use no other term. He appeared
to have been earrying a heavy load as the
result of his treatment, and this was his
opportunity to say what he had been want-
ing to say for a very long time. He told me
that towards the end of 1941 he had en-
deavoured to obtain from the Ministry of
Munitions, work that he could do in his
workshop, which was quite well equipped.
He had a very good lathe, and an oxy-
acetylene welder, a power hacksaw, and an
emery wheel. He was unsuccessful in ob-
taining confracts for war work; and then,
when materials had become estremely diffi-
cult to obtain, he decided to elose his shop
and apply for employment at General
Motors in Mosman Park. He was readily
given work, being an old workman of the
firm, and was employed on a war conlract
for making boats for pentoon bridges. He
got that job about two days before Christ-
mas.

In January he received a visit at the
General Moiors workshop from an officer
of the R.AATF, who was accompanied by
a State inspector of machinery, In order
o interview him at the works it was neces-
sary for these two men to apply at the
office, and the maintenance engineer of Gen-
eral Motors took them to where the man was
working. The R.A.A.F. officer asked him
whether he was the proprietor of such and
such a shop in Fremantle, and he said he
was. The officer then said he had seen the
shop and the machinery in it, and that the
machinery shonld not lie idle but should be
in produnetion for the R.A.AF. The officer
gave him clearly to understand that if he
did not eare to relinquish his job and put
his plant into preduction, his machinery
would be seized. They zaid there was plenty
of work for him to do angd that they would
be glad to have him making valve-guides for
aeroplanes. It was arranged that he should
apply at the R.A.A.F. on the following day
at 10 a.m.

Accordingly the man terminated his em-

plovment” with General Mofors, who were

sorry to lose him, and on the following day,
by appointment, he attended st the R.AAF,
at 10 am. He was kept waiting until 20
minntes to 2 p.m. Then he had his interview.
Nothing whatever was said during that inter-
view about the valve-guides, but he was
shown the samples whieh T hotd in my hand—
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samples of flat bearings for operating tubes
for aeroplanes—and he was asked whether
he could make them. He replied, “Yes.”
Then he was told that blue-prints would be
posted to him, that he could make his jigs,
which are tools flor manufacturing these
particular things, and that then he could get
on with the job. He mentioned that being
& single man 37 years of age he was liable
to be called up for service in the Army, and
that he had in effect received notice that
he would be called up within a few days.
The Air Officer told him to inform the Army
that he was going to work for the Air Force,
that that would fix his position, and that he
would have nothing further to worry abouf
as his production would not be interrupted.
Within a couple of days be had to attend
the Army for examination and, as he had
been instructed by the Air Officer, he said
he was going to work for the Air Force.
The Army officer told him to obtain a letter
to that effect.

The next day he attended the Air Force,
sought out the officer and asked for the
letter. The officer said, “We furnish hun-
dreds of those letters. Leave it to me; it
will be all right.” Then the workman said,
“You promised to post the blue-prints down.
You did not do that, and you might as well
give them to me now I am here.”” The blue-
prints were obtained, and together the officer
and the workman went through them. Then
the workman took them to his shop and
procceded to make what I have called jigs
in readiness for the job. I hold a jig in
my hand, and I have here also a number of
these tools, They represent the hardest
part of the job. Once the jigs are made to
the corveet size, it is rcally a mere routine
matter fo complete the job. I now show
members the most intricate jig; it is the
most intricate hecause of the unusnal
angles. I have here the jigs which this
workman made in accordance with the blue-
prints snpplied to him by the R.AAT.
The jigs which T have now shown to mem-
hers took about three days to make, and
with the material nsed are worth about £8.
Tt is important-to remember that cost, be-
canse I wish to deal with another aspeet
of the same matter later.

Having made the jigs and bheing ready to
start, the workman was anxions to get going,
and so he rang up the Air Force and asked
to be supplied with the bronze castings which
were to he made into these flat bearings.
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as the finished article according to the pat-
tern supplied. The officer said, “Very well;
we will get the bearings down there,” Two
or three more days went by without any
bearings arriving; therefore Watkins, which
is the name of the workman, again rang up
and asked for the castings. He was promised
they would be down “very shortly.” An-
other week went past. Once more he rang,
and I may mention that it is not an easy
matter to get in fouch with the particular
Air Forece officer one wants.

Air Force officers being extremely busy, it
is sometimes necessary to ring two or three
times before one gets the officer one wants.
Members will readily appreciate that point.
However, Watkins had to continue ringing
up from time {o time for a period of about
three weeks, still without any eastings arriv-
ing. Then he said to himself, “I have done
all T can. I suppose when they are ready
to send the castings down, they will do so,”
and he let the matter go. He has not re-
ceived the castings from that day to this, a
period of eight months. His mates knew
that he had been taken off a job, kept idle
and lost his wages, and they spoke quite
feelingly about the matter, with the result
that there was much dissafisfaction in the
district and nasty things were said about
the Air Force,

Immediately I heard this story I proceeded
to a telephone, rang the Air Force, and
asked to be put in touch with the particular
officer concerned. Yhen I was conpected
with him, T told him the story briefly and
asked him whether he remembered the inci-
dent. He said he did, but denied all the
material faets. He said he had promised
this man work, but thaf it was not his fault
he did not receive the castings, and so on.
I said, “There is so much inconsistency be-
tween yvour story and that of Watkins that
the only way to decide the matter is for
yon to meet both of us and let us talk it
over.” This officer said, “All right, youn
bring him up and I will see him” T said,
#“Youn make an appointment and fix a time,
and we shall be there.” He replied, “I am
too busy for that. I cannot fix a time. I
do nof know where T shall he. You come up
here. If T am in, I will see you, and if I
am not, somebody else will.” I said, “That
is no good to me. You fix any time yon
like, and make it to snit your convenienece,”
whereapon he jammed down the telephone
receiver.
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I did not accept that., I rang the Air
Force again and asked to be put on to
somebody with authority. I arranged a
meeting with Wing Commander McLean for
2 o’clock that day. When I arrived there,
he told me it was not necessary for him to
se¢ me hecause he did not deal with that
sort of thing, though I had told him pre-
vicusly what it was I wished to see him about,
He told me it would he necessary to see
Group Captain Charlesworth. I ‘waited
nearly an hour and, when I saw Group Cap-
tain Charlesworth, I asked him to make this
partienlar officer, Flight-Lieutenant Bronder,
arrange an appointment so that I eould take
Watkins up and diseuss this question,
Group-Captain Charlesworth said he would
do so, and he did. The following day Wat-
kins and I went to the Air Foree and had
& diseussion with Bronder in the presence of
Group-Captain Charlesworth. Group-Cap-
tain Charlesworth did not appear to me to
he displaying very mueh interest in the pro-
ceedings, and when Watkins had told his
story, Charlesworth turned to me and said,
“Mr. Tonkin, I think this is just a case of
an unfortunate misanderstanding’ and
wanted to let it go at that. ¥ told him I
was extremely disappointed, that that was
not my view of the case, and that I would
like to take the matter higher.

Accordingly, a meeting was arranged with
the air officer eontrolling the Western Area,
Ajr Commodore De la Roe. T saw him the
next day, and the first thing he said, hefore
I had a chance to tell him what I was there
for, was that he had discussed the matier
with Group-Captain Charlesworth, and was
satisfied that it was a ease of an unfortunate
misunderstanding. That was the position
when I had to commence to prove the case.
After some considerable pressuzre on my part,
Air Commodore De la Rue agreed to hold
an inquiry, heeause I told him this was a
matter that affected the efficiency of the
whole Foree. In course of time I reeeived
the Air Commodore’s first report, which I
shall read to the House. It is as follows:—

Royal Australian Air Force,
Headquarters, Western Area,
A N.A. House, Perth,
1st April, 1942,
Dear Sir,—In relation to the matter upon
whieh you imterviewed me, I desire to in-
form you that I have made inquiries, with the
following resulty:—(a) Corroborated evidence
has Deen obtained that Mr. Watkins was not
asked to leave his employment at General
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Motors., His doing so, therefore, must be due
to a misunderstanding on his own part.

(b} The blue-prints were given Mr. Wat-
kins by Flight-Lieut. Bronder and the east-
ings were in Flight-Lieut. Bronder’s office but
were not called for by Mr. Watkins.

(¢} That Flight-Lieut. Bronder was in his
office on the day Mr. Watkins said he ealled,
hut that there was no inquiry for him. I
ascertained that he did call, however, but that
it was 12,45 p.m. and not 10 a.m., a3 he has
stated. )

2. I have also made gemeral investigations
into the general scheme of uwsing the unoccu-
pied time of lathes, ete., in the possession of
private individuals, and find that there are five
firms working to 100 per cent of their eapa-
city for us, and appear quite satisfied, while
there are 15 further firms working for us to
under 100 per cent. of their capaecify. These
appear ecqually satisfied with the arrange-
ments,  There are also several other firmsg
whose contraets were mot aceceptable to ws.
These firms have not been appronched during
these ipquiries, so they may quite easily
imagine they have a grievance,

3. Your objeet in lhaving the arrangements
between these eivil firms and the Air Foree
investigated has been carried out, and you
are assured that no undue trouble exists be-
tween these firms and the Air Foree. Thig
inquiry has taken up much valuable time, as
a consequence of which other pressing matters
have had to be put off. It is suggested, there-
fore, that the matter be now considered closed.

4. A copy of this letter has been forwarded
to the Air Board in Melbourne, with a full
explanation, in order that the Hon. the Minis-
ter for Air may bhe apprised of the inquiries.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) H. F. de 1a Rue,
Air Commodore, Air Officer Com-

manding  Western  Area,

Royal Australian Air Foree.

I considered that report most puerile, so
I replied as follows:—

2nd April, 1942,
Dear Sir,

T thank you for your courtesy in replying
to my representations relating to the eircum-
stances under which Mr. Watking of Fre-
mantle left the defence work upon which ke
was engaged at the firm of General Motors,
Ltd., to undertake work for the Air Force.
However, I feel bound to state that it is my
conviction that, for some reasom, your in-
quiries have not elicited the truth with regard
to the complaints which I made.

In your letter you suggest that ‘the matter
be now congidered closed.’’ 1 would. not
- attempt to take up more of your time against
your wishes, but do you realise that there is
considerably more involved in my complaints
than the question of what actually happened
to Mr. Watkins? You apparently helieve that
Flight-Lieutenant Bronder did not induce
Watking to leave his job. Are you aware that
this officer setually had a man ‘“man-
powered’’ from the Navy in which he had
enlisted at his trade and which neeessitated
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special representation to Canberra, so that
he eould undertake work for the Air Force,
and that this action was taken before the man
concerned had secured any contracts or even
tendered for them? In view of this, is it so
unlikely that Watkins’s statement is true?

. You gave me to understand, doring our
interview, that it was your idea that infor-
mation about idle machines be obtained, and
that it was in pursuance of your plan that
Flight-Lieutenant Bronder came aeross the
workshop of Watking, It is pertinent to ask
what tangible results were obtained in Fre-
mantle.

If contracts were seeured by any of the
firms approached I should be glad to know of
them. On the other hand, if no additional
work resulted from the inquiries and contacts
made what was the reason? The following
workshops were amongst those visited by
Flight-Lieutenant Bronder:—

(1) Atlas Engineering Works, Fremantle,
proprietor, Mr. F. Austerberry,

(2) Mr. N. 8. Turnbull, Aute Engincer,
25 Collie-street, Fremantle.

- (3) McCulloch & Neil, Queen Victoria-

street, Fremantle.

Mr, Austerberry of the Atlas Works states
that be informed Flight-Lieutenant Bronder
that he was too busily occupied to undertake
work other than milling, shaping, and plan-
ing, but as hig machines for that class of work
were idle for considerable periods he would
be willing to do such work to the limit of
his capacity. Fiight-Lieutenant Bronder gave
him to understand that the Air Foree would
most certainly avail itself of the wmilling
faeilities.  Subsequently, Flight-Lientenant
Bronder made a second visit to the works te
make sure about the milling. Although it is
over two months since the first visit of yomr
officer, Mr. Austerberry has net been asked
to do any work for the Air Force.

Mr, Turnbull states that Flight-Lieutenant
Bronder called on him and discussed the pos-
sibility of his making valve guides. He
agreed to do s8¢ and Might-Lieutenant
Bronder said, ‘I shall send you down enough
material te keep youn going for three months.”’
Nathing was said about tendering nor was
Mr. Turnbnll advised that he would be re-
quired to do anything at all in the way of
submitting prices before the material would
be sent to him. He has been waiting to make
a start on the work which he understood he
was to do but has heard nothing further.

(3) Mr. MeCulloch, of MeCulloch & Neil,
states that he was away from his business
when Flight-Lieutenant Bronder ecalled and
inquired about hia idle plant. He has a well-
equipped workshop but has héard nothing
further from the Air Force concerning the
possible utilisation of the prodmetion poten-
tial.

You state in your letter to me that you
have made ‘‘general investigations into the
general seheme of using the unoeccupicd tima
of lathes, ete., in the possession of private
individuals,’’ and it would appear that vou
are well satisfied with what you found., It
is clear from your tetter that your inquiries
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ouly extended to those firms who are actually
doing work for the Air Forece, Of what value
is such an inquiry when my complaints are
in conmnection with the many idle plants which
are not doing work for the Air Force bu}
the proprietors of which are anxious and
capable of making their contribution to the
production side of the war effort of this
nation!

That no attempt has been made, in Fre-
mantle at least, to follow up the original ex-
ploratory work undertaken at your direction,
indicates a failure on the part of someone to
make a genuine attempt to step up the pro-
duction of aeroplane parts of which there is
a serious shortage in this State, and this alone
would appear to warrant some explanation.

If you feel disposed to discuss the question
further with me, I shall he glad to call on youn
at vour convenience.

Air Commodore de la Rne replied on the
10th April to that letter in this way—

With reference to your letter of the 2nd
April, 1942, T have only to say that at the time
Watkins left G.M.H. it was quite possible. for
that firm to have had him ‘“manpowered.’?
This I would imagine they would have done
had he been employed on war work. At any
rate I am quite satisfied we d4id not ask him to
leave GM.H. or influence him to do so. This
I have corroborated.

2, With regard to paragraph 3 of your
letter, the amswer is ‘‘y¢s.’’ Certninly Munro
was ‘‘manpowered’’ from the Navy, and it is
quite true that this was dene before contraets
had been let or tenders made for work under
our gencral seheme, But before any action had
been taken to ‘‘mampower’’ Munro he was ae-
tually manufacturing, and had orders to pro-
duce the following:— .

360 Attachment No. 3A homb release
eables, Safetv Plunger No. 28 Mk.
I Fuee.

120 Attachment No. 1A for 20 1b. bombs.

108 Bomb steadying brackets for 112 1h.
bombs.

60 Clips horseshoe securing.

25 Units fire and safe pneumatie for 303
Browning.

I have siphted his quote for Ytem IA re-
ceived 4th January, 1842, and also a quota-
tion for the mamufacture of carburetter parts
dated the 11th January, 1842, 1 do not re-
quire any further proof of the forcgoing.

3. I desire to inform you that I have dis-
covered that an engineering firm in Fremantle
had been looking for work of a defence nature
for one year prior to the date upon which our
invegtigations commenced,

4. Your paragraph 5. The Atlazs Machine
Works were vigited twire. Once for the pur-
pose of assessing manufacturing capacity, and
on another gecasion to discover if millers and
shapers could be used for sub-contract work
by Munre. This shop is engaged upon marine
work and could only intermittently have tools
available for us: therefore it was not consid-
ercd practicable te request quotea when de-
livery might be held up as other shops were
availahle.
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5. Turnbull was visited but his plant was

not comsidered of any advantage to R.AALF.
and his wame was not included in the list sent
forward to Director of Production. Valve
guides and other jobs were discussed there. Mr.
Harvey can confirm this.

6. McCulloeh & Neil were visited, but their
shop is mot equipped with sufficient toels to
warrant further investigation. You must allow
my experts to know just what shops can do
the type of work we want. If you wish to have
them employed upon defence work, I suggest
you take the matter up with the Munitions
Department which has a far greater scope of
manufacture than we have with far ensier
tolerance than our precision work.

7. Once again I feel that exhaustive in-
quiries have been made, and once agnin I wish
to state that I am satisfied my staff are work-
ing hard to obtain the service we requirve, They

-and T are now far too busy with new develop-

ments which eannot he interrupted with further
inquiries into this matter. T have no wish to
he rude to you, Mr. Tonkin, hut I do feel that
this matter can now be considered closed.

I was not the one to consider the suhjeet
closed even though the Air Commodore so
much desired it. But having gone through
all the available channels here, and fecling
that this case was watertight, T sent the par-
ticulars to the Prime Minister who graciously
acknowledged my letter and told me he had
passed it on to the Minister for Air, and
promised to have exhaustive inquiries made.
These exhaustive inquiries have apparvently
been made, but when ther were being made
T was not informed. The man who came
here to make the inguirtes did so without
my knowledge, and returned to the East. T
subsequently reeeived this report dated at
Victoria Barracks, Melbourne, the 9th July,
1942, which was sent by the Minister for
Air to the Prime Minister. It was sent from
the Trime Minister to me with his compli-
ments—

My Dear Prime Minister: With reference to
the attached papers, relative to complaints
lodged by Mr. J. Watking, of 23 Stirling-high-
way, North Fremantle, conrerning his trans-
actions with the Royal Auwstralian Air Force
authorities in Western Australin, I arranged
for those matters to be fully and independently
investigated by the Air Member for Personnel
{Air Viee-Marshal Wrigley) during his recent
visit to Perth.

Air Viee-Marshal Wrigley’s report as to the
results of those investigations has unow heen
received hy me, it reading aa follows;—

The vircamstances surrounding the making
of certain complaints by Mr. J. Watkins,
concerning his transactions with R.AAF.
authorities, were corefully investigated in
Western Australia.

Ft.Lt. G. A. Bronder was appointed acting
Area Technical Officer for Western Area in
January, 1042, Under instructions from
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D.G.8.P., he proeceded immediately to make
a preliminary survey of local production
capacity in the area.

In the course of this survey many machine
shops, manufacturing firms and garages
were visited and, in a nowber of cases,
samples of work and blue-prints were shown.

My, Watkins wasg, until December, 1941,
the proprictor of a small garage and en-
gineering business at Fremantle. He was
forced by a Inek of materials to close this
buginess, and on 23rd December, 1941, ob-
tained a position as a fitter with General
Motors Holdens, Ltd.

Watking was admittedly at all times
anxious to get back into his own business,
but with some war contract, to overcome the
shortage of material difficulty. About the
ist January, 1942, he received a call-up from
Army to report for medical examination. As
he had no desire to enter Army service, this
made him all the more anxieus to recom-
mence his own business.

In the course of Bronder’s first prelimin-
ary survey he did visit Watking at Geueral
Motors® factory on the 6th Jonuary, 18942,
There is considerable conflicting evidence as
to the precise eonrse taken by the conver-
sation, and after this length of time it is
impossible to settle the eonflict with cer-
tainty. It is, however, clear that Watkins
was mvited to tender for machine work for
the R.A.AF. and informed that there would
he a considerable volume of work for suc-
cessful tenderers. The cireumstantial evi-
dence makes inference equally irresistible that
no binding agreement was made between
Bronder and Watkins. Bronder was in the
course of o preliminary survey only. Wat-
kins was admittedly not informed of any
particular work that was required and did
not and of course was not in a position te
make a quote. In these circumstances it is
preposterous to imagine that Watking was
offered and aceepted binding employment.

As a witness, Wafkins was vague, inde-
finite and unsatisfactory. A coherent account
of events was extracted from him only with
greatest difficulty and, if interrupted in the
course of his evidence, he would tend to re-
commenee at a common starting point, there.
by strongly creating the impression of a story
carefully constructed beforehand and com-
mitted to memory.

On the Tth January, 1942, Watkins ealled
at Bronder’s office, and, for the first time,
was advised by Bronder of the particular
type of work available. He was given a full
set of blue-prints covering the bearings in
question. On the 9th January, 1942; he
called again at Bronder’s office and returned
the blue-prints stating that he was unaccus-
tomed to working from printa and askiung
Bronder’s adviee thereon. He was given a
full set of samples of the hearings amd ad-
vised that some bronze blanks would be cast
which he could machine into the finished
article. Thege blanks were, in fact, made
and set aside in Bronder’s office awaiting a
call from Watkins to pick them up.
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Watkins did not again eall at Bronder’s
office after the 9th Jaunuary, 1942; in fact,
nothing more was heard of or from him until
Mr. Tonkin, ML.A., rang Bronder about 11
weeks later, If Watkins genuinely believed
that he had a definite promise of work on
the 6th January, 1942, and that he had been
improperly misled into giving up his employ-
ment with General Motors, it is impossible
to imagine that he would have allowed 11
wecks to ¢lapse in idleness without taking
some action. It is also of great significance
that when he reported to the Army authori-
tiez on the 8th Januvary, 1942, pursuant to
Lis call-up notice, he stated that he was en-
gaged wupon munitions work at General
Motors. His eall-up by the Army was de-
ferred, pending investigation of that state-
ment, If the fact was, as he now states,
that he had been induced to terminate his
employment with General Motors on the 6th
January, 1942, and had taken wp work for
the R.AAF, as from the 7th January, his
statement to the Army on the Bth becomes
incomprehensible,

Degpite the length of time that has elapsed,
with the attendant difficulties of obtaining
conclusive evidence, therc is no doubt that
Mr. Watkins, for certain personal reasons,
was extremely anxious to get back into busi-
ness on his own aceount. There is also no
doubt that at the time in question Bronder
wag making a preliminary survey of produc-
tion in the area only and seeking contracts
and quotes. The only reasonable inference
to be drawn from these two main facts, and
from the other surrounding ecircumstances,
is that Watkins when approached secized the
opportunity of getting back into business
on his own aceount and left General Motors
voluntarily and of his own aecord, to get
things going, find out precisely what type
of work was offering and take the necessary
preliminavy action. ~ Quite obviously he was
neither eocreed into leaving his existing em-
ployment nor induced to leave by false pro-
mises on Bronder’s part of immediate con-
tracts with the R.A.AF, It was also ascer-
tained that his job at General Motors re-
mained open for him continucusiy from the
7th January, 1942, onwards, and, in these
circumstances, it is ridienlons for him to sug-
gest that he was cavsed pecuniary loss by
hig negotiations with Bronder whatever form
those negotiations may have taken.

That report is concurred in by the busi-
nese memhber (Mr, W. Sydney Jones), who
accompanied the Air Member for Personnel.

I feel that, in the eircumstances, any fur-
ther investigation would not reveal material
additional evidence which would result in ait
altered conclusion being reached.

Yours sincerely,
ARTHUR 8. DRAKEFORD,

I went through all the ordinary channels
~—to the Group Captain, to the Air Commo-
dore, to the Prime Minister and to the Min.
ister for the Air who had an inquiry made,
and now I am back where I started. It only
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remains for me now to tell the public at
Jarge what is indeed a scandal, and I feel
that I can prove it ahsolutely. Before I
proceed with the proof I wish to deal with
one or two reports to show how foelish and
puerile they are. Members will recall that
1 read from the Air Commodore’s report a
stautement that he had received eorroborative
evidence that Watkins had not been asked
to leave his employment. Yet, when the in-
quiry was held, the Air Viee-Marshal did
not find eorroborative evidence; he said there
was considerable confliet of opinion and
could not decide the matter with certainty.
T can decide the matter with certainty be-
canse I have corroborative evidence. It is
clear that the Air Foree officer and the Siate
inspector of machinery saw the workshop of
‘Watkins when he was not present. They
must bave been satisfied that the machinery
eould do the work thev wanted; otherwise
they would not have made a journey of four
miles to find Watkins, who was working at
General Moiors-Holdens, Ltd.

Mr. Hughes: You do not know them.

Mr. TONKIN: Having found Watkins,
four persons were present at the interview,
the State inspector of machinery, Flight.
Licat. Brondey, and Mr. Caporn, mainten-
anee engineer, General Motors. I have signed
statements from three of them which say that
Watkins was induced to leave his job with
Genernl Motors. Yet the Air Commodore
told me he had corroborative evidence that
Watkins was not induced to leave his job
and the Air Vice-Marshal said there was
too much conflict of opinion for him to make
up his mind. It will not be necessary to read
Watking’s statement. The next statement
reads—
Office of the Chief Inspector of Machinery,

Mines Department, Perth.
17th April, 1942,

Mr. Tonkin, M.L.A,,

Parlianent House,
Perth.
Dear 8ir,—

I am a Government inspector of machinery,
and in aceordance with your wish, I hereby
make this statement as follows:—

On 6th January, 1942, I made s survey of
machinery in the Fremantle district, in com-
pany witli Flight-Lieut. Bronder of the
R.AA.F. with a view to ascertazining what
machinery was available to do work which was
urgently required by the R.AAF.

Tn the course of the survey we visited one,
J. Watkins, employed at General Motors.

The object of our visit was explained to Mr.
Watking and both samples and blue-prints of
the work required were also shown him, as
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was the case with nll other persons interviewed
during the day.

Mr. Watking indicated that he could and
would do this work.

Flight-Lieut. Bronder said that there was
plenty of work to do and that many hundreds
of parts as per samples shown were required.

He said he would get material and blue-
prints right away for Mr. Watkins, so that Mr.
Watkins could make his jigs and set up his
machines, ete.

He alsp indicated that, if it was necessary,
he would arvange for Mr. Watkina’s release
from Genmeral Motors so that he could proeeed
with the work without undue delay.

From the conversation I lheard between

Flight-Lieut. Bronder and Mr. Watkins, there
wias no misunderstanding of the faet that Mr.
Watking was to leave General Motors and pro-
cecd without delay to get his own workshpp
inte produetion for the R.AAF.
That is one of the four statemenis. Here
is another of the four, from My, J. Caporn,
maintenance engineer of General Motors-
Holiden's Limited, Perth branch, dated the
15th April, 1942:—

Some considerable time ago the R.AATF,
had san interview with Mr, J. Watking regard-
ing a contract for machine parts. Mr, Wat-
king was at this time employed by General
Motors-Holden’s Limited

When we releaged Mr, Watking, we were
under the impression that he was to go to the
R.A.ATF, office and obtain plans to make jigs,
and submit sample of work. It was understood
that if Mr. Watkins did not adhere to same
hig lathe and other machines would be taken
for the use of the R.AAT.

Mr. Watking is a first-class tradesman and
we are sure he would do an exeellent job.
Now only the Air Foree officer remains. He,
of course, would stick hard and fast to the
agsertion that he did not induce the man to
leave his employment with General Motors.
That is the only thing worthy of note in the
Commodore’s first report. I now turn to the
Commodore’s report of the 10th April:—

With reference to your letter of 2nd April,
1942, I have only to say that at the time Wat-
kins left G.M.H. it was quite possible for that
firm to have had@ him manpowered.

As o matter of faet, it was not so0; for this
ocenrred on the Gth January and the regu-
lations giving authority to manpower did not
come into existence hefore the 17th Feh-
ruary. So the Air Commodore «id not know
what he was talking ahout. The phyvsieal
faet was that the workman was being em.
ploved on war work. To aseertain that, it
was only necessary to gn into the factory
and see him at his job. He was engaged in
making hoats for pontoon bridges, for whiech
General Mofors held a contraet at the time.
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He was actively engaged at that work when
the R.A.AF. officer interviewed him. Yet
the Air Force endeavours to prove that he
was not engaged on war work,

Next with regard to MeCulloch and Neil.
Tnvestigation showed that the firm's work-
shop was far bigger and far better eguipped
than was Watkins's shop. The air officer
saw hoth workshops; and, having seen Wat-
kin's shop, the smaller of the two, thought
it worth while to travel four miles in order
to put that shop inte production. T now
quote from an inventory of the plant in the
firm’s workshop—

In response to your enquiry regarding our
plant at the time we were visited by an offi-

cial of the R.AAF. The machines installed
were as follows:—

only 10in. heavy duty lathe.

only 8in. 2in. hollow spindle lathe.

only power hack saw.

only large power emery grinder.

enly small power emery grinder.

only power drilling machine.

ony 28-ton press.

only Repeo eylinder boring machine,

b bk b e bk

That is a workshop considerably larger than
many of the shops employed on Air Force
work. Yet the Air Commodore says there
was not sufficient machinery in that work-
shop to intevest the R.A.AF. Now let us
have a look at Air Viee-Marshal Wrigley's
report. I have already quoted that report
onec. It states that as Watkins had no de-
sire to enter Army service, he was all the
more anXipus to recommence in his own
business. But Watkins was in his own busi-
ness before he went to (General Motors, and
was there voluntarily. If he had wanted not
to enter Army service he was as safe &s he
could be at General Motors; being a quali-
fied fitter engaged in war work he was not
liable to be called up., Yet the Air Vice-
Marshal suggests that Watkirs wag anxious
to leave that protected heven in order to
get back to his own shop and dodge military
service. That is utter nonsense.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: It is uiterly unfair.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, and nonsense as well.
Then the Air Vice-Marshal goes on to say—

Watkins strongly created the impression of
having a story carefnlly constructed before-
hand and committed to memory.
What was there to commit to memory? The
man did not have to “remember” that he
¢losed his own shop and went to General
Molors; nor was it necessary for him to
make up, and ¢commit to memory, a story
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that he left General Moiors. Some men have
not the capacity to explain themselves
quickly and readily, and especially do we
find that to be the ease among very practieal
workmen. Whilst they are excellent work-
men, they eannot make speeches. Because
Watkins had some difficulty, after the lapse
of months, in remembering the exaet
sequence of events, there is no right to sug-
gest that his story was committed to mem-
ory. For the Air Vice-Marshal to suggest
such a thing proves hiz unfitness for the job
he undertook.

My, Triat: Hear, hear!

Mr. TONKIN: Air Vice-Marshal Wrigley
reported that Watkins was given a full set
of samples of bearings and advised that some
bronze blanks would be cast which he could
machine into the finished article; and that
these blanks were, in fact, made and set aside
in Brander’s office awaiting a call from Wat-
kins to pick them up. I give that an em-
phatic denial. I shall prove that the eastings
were not available, and have conclusive evi-
denee, which I shall submit later, on the
point. Further on in the Air Viee-Marshal's
report, the following appears:—

The only reasonable inference to be drawn
from these two main facts and from the sur-
rounding circumstances is that Watkins, when
approached, seized the opportunity of get-
ting back into business on his own aeccount
and left General Motors voluntarily, and of
his own neceord, to get things going, find ount
precisely what type of work was offering and
take the necessary preliminary action.

If this were true, wounld not Watkins, having
returned to his business (whieh he left volun-
tarily) have shown considerable energy in
endeavouring to get into production? Yet
we are asked to believe it was his own fault
that he did not obtain the eastings upon
which he was te work. It is not of much
use to deal further with these veports, be-
eause they are worthless. The only issues
in this case are, firstly, did Watkins velun-
tarily leave his job at General Motors, or
was he induced, as a result of a promise of
work or threats, to leave that job; and,

- secondly, having left the joh, was his failnve

to get into production his own fault, the
fault of the Air Foree, or the fault of both?
I leave it to the commonsense of members to
decide this when I have given the faets.
It is not disputed that Watkins left General
Motors, and I have given three statements
from men present setting out the eciream-
stances under which he did so. Having left
General Motors, he kept his appointment and
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obtained the blueprints. He then set fo
work to make the )igs.

Members should look carefully at the jig
I have here. It is rather an intricate picee
of work. The intricacy lies in the angles at
which the job has to be made. I have here
other portions of the jigs; these are the
preliminary tools necessary before produc-
tion ean be started. All these tools must be
made hefore actual production is eom-
meneed. I have these dies, as they are termed
by my practieal friend, the member for
Middle Swan, and also a pattern of the
finished article. The dies are used to make
certain that the holes are drilled in the cor-
rect position. Watking made these jigs;
they took him three days to make, The jigs,
with the material and labour, are worth be-
tween £7 and £8. I ask members whether it
is reasonable to suppose that a man would
go to the trouble of making jigs to blue-
prints, and then would take no further steps
to obtain the material necessary to do the
work. He receives no payment whatever
for making the jigs; they are made at his
own expense. I for one eannot helieve that
he would not fake steps fo obtain the
material, and I know he did do so. The Air
Force said that the eastings were in the
office all the time, and that if Watkins had
wanted them he could have got them and
started the work.

I made up my mind to prove this case.
All the time these inquiries were heing made,
T also made some. I discovered that three
other people had been asked to make the
same thing and that two of them had heen
left in exacfly the same position as Watkins,
They made the jigs and did not hear any-
thing more, Strangely enough, the contract
was given to a man who did not make the
jigs; one of the men who had made the jigs
passed them on to him. Taking it in its
simplest aspeet, only about 100 of these
flat bearings were needed for Avro-Anson
planes, which are now things of the past.
In order to secure 100 of them, the Air Force
caused three workmen to spend three days
making useless Jigs, as they cannot now he
used for anything else. Because of the mud-
dling and inefficieney of the Air Force, those
three men were put to that unnecessary
labour and expense.

Yesterday I was speaking to the farmer
employer of the man who got the contract.
Having heard from the man that he was go-
ing to make flat bearings he told him that
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as he had already made the necessary jigs
for the job, which apparentiy he was not
to do, he would readily pass them on to him.
The astonishing thing is that the only man
who did not go te the trouble of making jigs
got the contract. 1What a waste of man-
power! We are supposed to be asking men
to work overtime; we are supposed to be
short of material; and yet, as a vesult of in-
competence in the Air Foree, three men
have wasted their time and material making
unnecessary machine tools. The rvesponsi-
hility definitely attaches, T say deliberatcly,
to the muddlers in the Air Force. When I
endeavoured to prave there was something
radically wrong, we had inquiry after in-
rquiry and finally got this puerile stuff from
which I have quoted, in which it is said that
there is nothing wrong, that the man only
wanted to dodge military serviece.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The anthorities had
to say something.

Mr. TONKIN: If any member is nof
satisfled that Watking got a raw deal, I
would like to hear from him, hecause I have
additional proof to submit, if necessary. 1
do not desire, however, to spend all day on
that one subject. There is not the slightest
doubt that Watking was deluded into leaving
his job and dumped by the Air Foree he-
cause of its muddling. I should like to add
that, if Air Viee-Marshal Wrigley can do
no better than he did in holding this in-
quiry, in my view he is a highly paid officer
who is not worth his salary. He was cailed
upon by the Minister for Air to investigate
a case that was as clear as daylight. He
could not find the truth, so of what use is
he to the country? He is of no value at all,
nor is his comrade, the member of the Air
personnel, I ask the Minister for Air
whether these men are worthy. of their
places in the scheme of things in Australia.

I now proeeed to more alarming matters.
We have a number of incompetent men en-
gaged as inspectors in the Air Force and in
the Munitions Department. Because of their
incompetence, they are causing waste of time
and material. T invite members to lock at
a small article T have here; it is a brass
bush for a carburetter. 1t is hollow and
cylindricgl. This brass bush was rejected
by the Aeronauntical Inspection Direc-
torate. It is rejected because it is
three-tenths of a thousandth of an
inch out. It is slightly oval. I wven-
ture fo say that no praectical man, having
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regard to the use to which this is to he put,
and our state of unpreparedness, would re-
ject this. Only an unpractical man would
do so. This bush has to be pushed into a
steel casting and, when it has been pushed
in it has to be reamed in. The member for
Middle Swan will know what that means.
An engineer tells me that in a bush of this
size an ovality of three-tenths of a thous-
andth of an inch would not amount to any-
thing because immediately it was forced
into the casting that ovality would almost
certainly be removed, but if it were not it
would be when it was reamed in. In the re-
Jjection of these parts £20 worth of material
and labour have been wasted. The defect
here is not the fault of the workman econ-
cerned but of the material.

Here is a portion of a phosphor-bronze
rod which broke like a carrot when it fell
on the floor. Tt is from that material that
this bush is made. It has been explained to
me by an engineer that all castings have a
hard skin on the oufside. When the first
machining takes place, that hard skin being
removed, the metal inside proceeds to move
and the metal takes on a different shape. So
this article could be dead frue in the lathe
but, after having been made, because the
outer skin has heen taken off, there could
easily be a movement of three-tenths of a
thonsandth of an inch, When members
realise that the human hair averages from
about 5000th to 7000th of an inch in thiek-
ness and this is three-tenths of one thous-
andth of an inch out, the very slight ovality
of this part ean be imagined! Yet £20 worth
of work was rejected, T am told—and I be-
lieve it—becanse fhe inspector was not a
pracfical man.

We find the same thing in eonnection with
a number of other articles of that type. On
one occasion the Area Technical Officer
rang up n workman in Fremantle and told
him he urgently needed some jets. He sup-
plied particutars and@ asked that the jets
should be made without delay. The workman
made the jets and took them up in his vest
pocket. The inspection officer. told him he
had no right to take them out of his work-
shop, that they had to be inspected in the
workshop. That workman said he had no
idea an inspeetor would travel from Perth
to Premantle to inspect a small job like that,
to which the officer replied, “My dear fellow,
we would go to Fremantle to inspeet a split
pin!”  This was a job that was urgently
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needed for planes that were then on the
ground. I counid give members a dozen or
more examples of the same thing,

I saw a man making bomb-release
brackets, the design of which makes it pos-
sible to move the metal in the fingers. They
are not of rigid design. When the inspector
went down, although the work was half
done, he told the workman he would not pass
it because the brackets were not made to a
drawing. The man said, “I was asked to
make this from a pattern, as I have often
done.” The officer replied, “I cannot help
that. You have no drawing and therefore
do not know the tolerance.” I am told
that it is the height of absurdity to talk
abouf tolerance in connection with an artiele
whick can be turned in the fingers. It is
reasonable to talk about tolerance in a rigid
article and to give a variation of a half-
thousandth, but to talk about tolerance in
something that ean be fwisted in the fingers
is uiter absurdity. So the job that was half
done at the request of one of the A.LD, in-
spectors must now be left in the workshop
as so mnch wasted effort.

I mentioned that three men were asked to
make these flat bearings. One of them was
the man who was manpowered out of the
Navy. He is a very fine type of fellow who
offered his services to the Munitions Depart-
ment just after war broke out. He felt that
he had eonsiderable skill which the average
man did not possess, and that he shounld
offer it to the country. He wrote to the
Ministry of Munitions and offered to work
for it without profit, at cost only—not cost
plus, but just cost. This is the reply he re-
eeived—

The Manager,

Messrs. Donald Munro & Co.,
RBox E230, G.P.0O., Perth.
Dear Sir,—T have to thank you for your offer
to manufacture various requirements for this
department on a ecost basis only and to inform
you same has been forwarded to the appro-
printe brauch for consideration.

That was on the 5th June, 1940. He has
never heard any more about the matter from

-that day to this.. He endeavoured to obtain

work from the Ministry of Munitions but
was not suceessful, and so decided to join
the Navy at his trade. He served his
articles on the Clvde, apprenticed to Donald
Carlow and Sons. In the last war he used
his skill as a preeision toolmaker. He is a
highly skilled, well-qualified tradesman, but
could not obtain war econtraets, and so he
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closed down his shop and joined the Navy
and was waiting to be called up. While he
was so waiting he was introduced to Flight
Licut. Bronder. The latter said, “You are
altogether too good a man to go into the
Navy. The Air Foree has plenty of work
you shonld be doing. I will get you out
of the Navy.”

It iy extremely difficnlt to get a man out
of the services once he enlists in his trade,
It is difficult in ordinary eireumstances, but
if a man enlists in the services in his trade
it is almost impossible to release him, How-
ever, the Air Foree in this State made
speeial representations to Canberra and sue-
ceeded in having Munro released from tho

Navy. So he started to work for the Air
Foree. A few days after he began he was

asked {o make these flat bearings, the same
things Watkins was asked to make at the
samo time. He proceeded immediately to
make his jigs. Then he waited for the east-
ings to be sent down. They were not for-
warded, however, and he telephoned for
them, just as Watkins had done. Still he
could not get them. He went further than
Watkins did. He went to the Air Foree and
asked for the ecastings. He was told that
the castings were not to hand.

Because Watkins di@ oot go to Perth I
have been told that the castings were there
all the time and he conld have got them. If
Watkins could have got them why not
Mumro? They were not there! Munro re-
turned to his shop and kept telephoning over
a period of weeks, because he had taken a
lot of trouble over his jigs and was anxions
to do the work. He was finally told that
the castings were there. YWhen he ealled for
them, instead of giving him the castings they
gave him another job and asked him to make
some fire and safe and sear-release mech-
anism. He wasted all that time and labour,
and proeeeded with this other joh. The job
was worth £30, and although the Air Force
has had it for nearly four months he ean-
not receive payment. The explanation is
that the man concerned in giving this order
has now left the Air Foree. It does not
seem to matter a thing that Flight Lient.
Bronder supplied the drawings for the fire
and safe and sear-relcase mechanism. He
knew the job was being done, and was the
Aren Technical Officer. Because some offi-
cer responsible for the job is no longer in
the Air Foree Munro has waited four months
for his £30 and has not got it yet. How
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lony can small manufacturers stand that
treatment? 1t is plaving inte the hands of
the big manufacturers. It is hecause that
sort of thing is going on that I endeavoured
to bave inquiries made, and said that Wat-
king’s case was only incidental. I made no
progress whatever, and members must know
that there is nothing but ineflicieney and
muddle in the place.

Before I leave the subject of the Air
Force [ will read two statements made by
rezponsible Ministers in connection with it;
and in view of what I have said about the
Air Force these words appear to he a
mockery. This is the first statement and is
dated Canberra the 10th Mareh:—

Divided control had caused many holdups in
aireraft production, said the Minister for Air-
eraft Production (Senator Camercn) today.
Remaining hindrances wonld need quick re-
moval. 8Since the formation of the Aircraft
Advisory Committee, however, many manage-
ment difficultiea had been ironed out.

‘“Now that Japan has struck, the Govern-
ment is doubly anxious that the industry be
100 per cent. efficient,’’ said Senator Cameron.
‘‘The Japanese are sparing nothing in their
fanatical efforts to tnke Australia, and we
must spare nothing to prevent them from
varrying out their sinister designs.’’

That is a very landable object on the part
of the Minister, but what is the Air Force
in W.A. doing towards it? Now we have
these remarks dated Melbourne the 22nd
PFebruary, and obviously the Minister does
not know where the tronble lies:—

Aireraft Parts: Minister Warns Manufac-
turers.—If the flow of certain smnall but ex-
tremely important aireraft parts is held up in
future by the manufacturers, endangering con-
tinwoua produetion, the Minister for Aireraft
Production (Senator Cameron) will consider
publicly naming those responsible for the de-
lay. Senator Cameron made this announve-
ment on his arrival in Melbourae this morn-
ing a8 the result of information placel before
him at a Sydney aireraft factory which he
visited before proceeding to Canberra for the
secret session of the Federal Parliament.

'T was informed that the non-delivery of
specified parts had caused a serious delay at a
certain point in production,’’ said the Minis-
ter. ¢‘The hold-up meant that the output was
cliecked when it should have heen continuous.
There mav be retarding factors beyond the
control of the manufacturers, but, if ne volid
excuse is fortheoming and preduction hitches
are traceable to the same source in future, T
will recommend that drastic action be taken
to ensgre that there will he no more of them.
I am reluetant to weigh heavily on industry
when it is working at top pressure, but we are
embroiled in a war in which defeat would mean
hullets for men and enslavemeunt of the worst
kind for our womenfolk,’’
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The fault hes with the inspeetors and offi-
cers responsible for ordering and inspeeting
the parts. On one occasion the Air Force
wanted a special job done, and it got in
touch with a man likely to do it. He was
asked-—would he go on with the job? And
he said, “Yes, but there will be diffienlty on
account of the heat treatment.” An instro-
ment called a pyrometer was essential, but
there was not one procurable in the State. He
suggested that he might use certain. fusable
alloys to do this job, and the argument about
it extended over several weeks. In the mean-
time he was teld by one man in the Air
Foree to go ahead with the joh. He was
then fold by another man to stop it. A few
days later he was again told by the first
man to go ahead with the job, and then told
by the other man to stop it.

In the meantime the material which had
been sent to him had been lying idle. Some
of it eame from Commonwealth Steel, who
wanted payment for the material, so they
sent a bill to this mannfacturver. He declined
to pay it in the circomstances, The
material was ordered by the Air Force and
they would not let him get on with the job.
The people who had supplied the steel sent
down a lorry and repossessed it. A
waste of petrol and manpower occurred in
taking the material down and in taking it
away from the job. The other half of the
material had been supplied by the Air Force
itself. After it had been down there for
some weeks the Air Force decided that it
ought to be tested and said they would pick
it up so that the A.LD. could inspect it, and
it could then he reissmed. They sent down
and took it away. That is the sort of thing
that is going on; but when I asked for a
reasonable inquiry into these things, and
that there should be some reorganisation, I
could make no progress whatever,

We now proceed to the Munitions Depart-
ment. Members may know that there are
such persons as major contractors, who get
the biz job even though they have not the
capacity to carry it out. They sublet it to
smaller manufacturers who have to agree to
their terms. Such a job was snblet to a firn
in Fremantle. The job was to make brackets
and plates for rear vision mirrors for motor-
ears. The men working on it were particu-
lar to see that the only thing which econld
go wrong did not go wrong. They measured
esch bracket separately and checked each
other’s work. They sent the work up to the
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major contractor, and received a ring on
the telephone to say that 80 per cent. of their
work had been rejected. One of the part-
ners said “That ig ridienlous. We have taken
the utmost care with this work. There must
be some mistake.! He was told, “No, 30 per
cent. has been rejected” This workman
then said, “If that is the case you can send
your truck down and pick up all the serap
metal because I will not turn another wheel.
I am certain that that work was up to stand-
ard.”

That was the end of the telephone con-
versation, except that he also said he would
get in touch with somebody and make a
complaint about it. Within ten minufes he
received another ring, and was told that
100 per cent. of his stuff had passed.
When he asked the reason for the sudden
change, an inspector whose name I could
give if necessary—I do not wish to do so
now for obvious reasons—said, “The other
inspectors who inspected this work were not
quite up to the job. They made a mistake”
If this mannfacturer had not mnade a noise,
he would have heen paid for 20 per cent,
though his work was 100 per coni. efficient.
Subsequently he was ecomplimented upon the
excellence of his work and the fact that be
had not used his tolerance. I am not mak-
ing any charges, because I am not in a posi-
tion to do so, but T am going to suggest pos-
sible loopholes. When a major confractor
receives work from other contractors, if if
is rejected, it goes into bond. The man who
makes it does not get it; it remains with the
major contractor, It would he easy for
somehody from the major contractor’s busi-
ness to reject work which would pass and
stbsequently deliver it, and reeeive payment
for it. T cannot say that this is actually be-
ing done, hut it looks mighty like it. That
is not the only instance of this kind of thing.

Mr. Wilson: That used to he done with
the sleeper-entting.

Mr. TONKIN: I could vecount instunee
after instance, hut I think one example of
cach is enough.

- Members miay have védd veeently that the
Minister invited people of an inventive turn
of mind to submit inventions or suggestions.
Let me show how much enconragement is
given people in this State to do that. The
Vietorian Railway Departiment is a major
eontractor for Bren-gun earriers. Its repre-
sentative, Mr, Cox, eame to this State to ar-
range for the manufactare of a number of
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parts. While he was in a certain establish-
ment he said to the manager, “Now that the
Japs have cut off our rubber supplies, we
are going to be in a diffienlty. I suggest
that you endeavour to make a hogey whecl
with a substitute tyre.” The man said he
would sece what he could do. He got into
touch with the Ministry of Munitions and
asked permission to see a Bren-gun carrier.
He was refused. Another man who wanted
to do the same thing asked to see a blue-
print and he was vefused. Still, his ideas
were wanted. However, the first man de-
signed his wheel and delivered the design.
Somebody then rang him and said that the
wheel made to that design wonld be unsnit-
able beecause the bolts were in the way. He
replied that he was not surprised as he had
not seen a Brem-gun carrier, but that if
he had seen one he would have heen =ble
to obviate that difficulty. Then he altered
his design and made two wheels on which he
countersunk the bolts, and these were sent
in to the department. Mr. Cox complimented
him upon his interest. A few days later
the manufaecturer rang up the Ministry of
Munitions to ask whether the wheels were
satisfactory. The answer was that they were
a failure as they bhad worn flats. He was
sarprised to hear that, but it is remarkable
how things turn out.

A week or two later he was in the Minis-
try of Munitions to see a certain gentleman.
As he walked into the office a telephone eon-
versation was in progress and he could not
help hearing what was said. Arrangements
were heing wade for a first trial of those
wheels. When the conversation finished the
man said, “I suppose yon are surprised to
hear that” e replied that he was. The
man then said, “The fruth is we have not
tested out the wheels.” Members should ap-
preciate that those wheels have not heen
tested yet. When T was in the office the day
before yesterday the man in my presence
rang the Ministry of Munitions and asked of
a certain official when the test was to he
arranged, and he was teld it wounld be some
time yet. Yet one of the most highly placed
officers in the department had told him that
his wheels, which had never been tested, were
a failure. And the Minister invites people
to make suggestions to the department! T
ask membhers, is it not time we had a tri-
bunal so that we could get a proper inquiry
and have everything put right, rather than
continne with such departmental inquiries?
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Hew can we win a war when that state of
affairs exists?

Hon, P. Collier: We could not win a dog-
fight.

Myr. TONKIN: Now I come te something
even worse. I have a copy of the “Com.
monwealth Gazette” dated the 13th March,
1941. It contains two innocent looking
items, though for one who knows something
ahout the matter they are not at all inno-
cent—

(3340) Requisition No. 14879.—Sea markers,
for Department of Munitions, £23,082 16s. 3d.
Then follows the name of the firm and the
State “Western Australia.”

(3312) Requisition No. 14880.—Sea markers,

for Department of Munitions, £88,928 6s, 5d.—
Tnited Metal Industries, Lid., Queensland.
I know the full story. Sea markers ave tin
arrangements filled with powdered alumin-
inm. When dropped on the water, they
burst and spread the powder over the surface
of the water, and thus mark the spot. They
are of quite simple construction. When
tenders were ealled, the manager of the
Western Australian firm inspected the draw-
ing and said, “On that drawing, I can make
those articles at 15s. 7d. each; but if yon will
permit me to make slight alterations in no
way affecting efficiency but c¢heapening
mannfacture I can make them for 14s. 7d4.”
He quoted for 100,000 at 15s. 7d. on the
departmental drawing and l4s. 7d. on his
own. He waited to see the outcome. The
department accepted his amended drawing
and gave him a contract for 30,000 at lds.
7d., giving the balance of 70,000 to the
Queensland firm at 25s. 5d.—representing a
difference of £35,000 on the contraect.

Hon. . G. Latham: Which pattern were
the Queensland people making?

Mr. TONKIN: The amended pattern, at
255, 5d.; and this Western Australian man
is making them today—I saw some Dbeing
made only vesterday—at 14s. 7d,, and he
states they are paying him quite well. He
further stated he had heard whispers that if
he had liked to increase his price, obstacles
would not be placed in his way. But that
was not this man’s way of doing business,
He said, “I am prepared to make those
articles for 14s. 7d.”” Ts not that a matter
positively erying out for inguiry? DBat a
departmental inquiry never gets us any-
where.

Hon. . G. Latham: Did you send those
figures to the Federal Ministers?
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" My, TONKIN: I am sick and tired of
sending figures to Ministers. The wool is
pulled over their eyes. They have experis
like Air Viee-Marshal Wrigley. Inguiries
are held, but there arve no results. They
“pass the buek.” If these were times of peace,
this sort of thing might be allowed to go on;
but in war-time we have to do something if
we are to justify our existence. There may
be a perfectly reasonable explanation, but
on the faets it is most diffienlt to find.
There is urgent need for immediate inguiry.
This casce is typical of dozens and dozens
that T know of. What is the use of writing
to the departments? I have spent hours
typing reiterated statements and sending
them on to the departments. I got no fur-
ther. As a last resource I am making these
things publiec. I suppose the Censor will
come down on me, but these matters ought
to be known throughout the length and
breadth of the Commonwealth,

We are asking the people to pay addi-
tional taxation, and yet we throw away
£35,000 in onc single contract! This man in
Western Australia is capable of doing and
prepared to do 100,000 of these articles at
14s. 7d., but United Metal Industries in
Queensland are receiving 25s. 5d. for the
same article. Beeaunse we had not the neees-
sary set-up here and therefore might be
somewhat dearer than other States, we could
not he considered. If these matters are re-
ferved to the Prime Minister, he eannot do
more than call for reports from his officers.
Departmental inquiries, I repeat, are eom-
plete wash-outs. I would not waste time on
them. They discover nothing. One could
not prove to a departmental board of in-
quiry that the world is round. For cffectual
investigations we must have a judge, a man
with the judicial mind, one knowing the laws
of evidence; and we must have experts in
the particular braneh with regard to which
a protest is being made, experts as far re-
moved as possible from the many tie-ups
there are. We must endeavour to set up a
permanent tribunal to which anvone whe
feels that he has a f’ll@\ﬂnce or a case for
mqmrv eén go. T o

T am not by any means advoeating that
every complaint should be investigated, since
undoubtedly there will be some of a frivolous
natare. T have here complaints, straight-out
statements made to me, of bare-faced
bribery. I rofrain from giving the details
here, but I am prepared to give them fo a

127

tribunal sueh as I have suggested. We need
& tribunal of responsible men to examine
allegations and decide whether, prima facie,
they have sufficient merits to warrant further
investigation, If that should he the de-
eision, let us have every inquiry irrvespective
of anything highly-placed officials may
deelare. How can a full-time war cffort on
the part of the people be expected when men
in responsible positions give ample evidence
of incompetency? Vatious manufacturers
have said to me, “Mr. Tonkin, we think such
and sueh a man is a fifth columnist, for he
does nothing hut retard us.” They mention
a name and ask does it not sound like a
foreigner’s. A man says he knows a number
of firms who are perfectly satisfied that the
Air Foree is a complete wash-ont, and the
worst of the scrvices. Another man said,
“] do not take the Air Foree seriously; I
would be bankrupt if T did.” And he is a
man in a big way in Perth. The Minister
is having it put over him properly.

So it goes on, and I am as a vaice erying
in the wilderness. There are hundreds and
hundreds of matters erying out for inquiry,
but no decent inquiry ean we get. 1 have
given members something to think about,
and I hope I shall have their ¢o-operation in
an endeavour to take a step which will re-
move some of these abuses and thus make it
easier than it is at present for us to earry
on the terrible struggle.

Members: Hear, hear!

On motion by Mr. Seward, debate ad-
jowrned.

House adjourned at 443 pm.

TLegisiative Council.
Wednesday, 12th August, 1942,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 215
P, and vead prayers. T~

QUESTIONS (2).
NORTHAMPTOX COPPER
_ ORE.

Hon. E. . H. HALL asked the Chief
Seeretary: Has the Government been advised
of any aection taken, or proposed to be taken,

MINING,



